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In The Claims 

Cancel claims 1-11 and add new claims 12-18, as follows: 
Claim 1-11 (cancelled). 
Claim 12 (new) 

12. A method for at least constructing a very large hydrocarbon production 
vessel of at least 40,000 tons of steel weight which has a hull and equipment on 
the hull, the hull having a plurality of hull sections including bow and stern end 
sections and having a midship section for lying between the bow and stern 

5 sections, wherein one of the sections includes a riser coupling for connecting to 

a riser extending to a seafloor reservoir, and wherein said hull sections are each 
constructed by fastening together large steel plate sections, comprising: 

constructing said midship hull section in a first fabrication yard, and 
constructing said bow and stern end sections in a least a second fabrication yard; 
10 floating and moving along a body of water, at least one of said hull sections 

to a single assembly dry dock and fastening said plurality of hull sections together 
in tandem in said assembly dry dock; 

said step of constructing including fastening plates across a first end of at 
least one of said hull sections that is floated and moved along a body of water to 
1 5 said assembly dry dock to keep out water, while establishing a second end of said 

one of said hull sections so it is water tight. 

Claim 13 (new) 

1 3. A method for at least constructing a very large hydrocarbon production 
vessel of at least 40,000 tons of steel weight which has a hull and equipment on 
the hull, the hull having a plurality of hull sections including bow and stern end 
sections and having a midship section for lying between the bow and stern 

5 sections, wherein one of the sections includes a riser coupling for connecting to 

a riser extending to a seafloor reservoir, and wherein said hull sections are each 
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constructed by fastening together large steel plate sections, comprising: 

constructing said midship hull section in a first fabrication yard, and 
constructing said bow and stern end sections in a least a second fabrication yard; 

floating and moving along a body of water, at least one of said hull sections 
to a single assembly dry dock and fastening said plurality of hull sections together 
in tandem in said assembly dry dock; 

said step of constructing including installing drilling and production 
equipment on said midship section, and 

installing hydrocarbon storage tanks each of a volume of a plurality of cubic 
meters on each of said hull end sections but not on said midship section. 

Claim 14 (new) 

14. A method for at least constructing a very large hydrocarbon production 
vessel of at least 40,000 tons of steel weight which has a hull and equipment on 
the hull, the hull having a plurality of hull sections including bow and stern end 
sections and having a midship section for lying between the bow and stern 
sections, wherein one of the sections includes a riser coupling for connecting to 
a riser extending to a seafloor reservoir, and wherein said hull sections are each 
constructed by fastening together large steel plate sections, comprising: 

constructing said midship hull section, including installing drilling equipment 
on said midship hull section, in a first fabrication yard, and constructing said bow 
and stern end sections in a least a second fabrication yard; 

floating and moving along a body of water, at least one of said hull sections 
to a single assembly dry dock and fastening said plurality of hull sections together 
in tandem in said assembly dry dock. 

Claim 15 (new) 

1 5. A method for at least constructing a very large hydrocarbon production 
vessel of at least 40,000 tons of steel weight which has a hull and equipment on 
the hull, the hull having a plurality of hull sections including bow and stern end 
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sections and having a midship section for lying between the bow and stern 
sections, wherein one of the sections includes a riser coupling for connecting to 
a riser extending to a seafloor reservoir, and wherein said hull sections are each 
constructed by fastening together large steel plate sections, comprising: 

.5 constructing said midship hull section in a first fabrication yard, and 

constructing said bow and stern end sections in a least a second fabrication yard, 
including forming a plurality of ends of said hull sections with cofferdams to 
facilitate the joining of adjacent ends of two hull sections; 

floating and moving along a body of water, at least one of said hull sections 

10 to a single assembly dry dock and fastening said plurality of hull sections together 

in tandem in said assembly dry dock. 

Claim 16 (new) 

1 6. A method for at least constructing a very large hydrocarbon production 
vessel of at least 40,000 tons of steel weight which has a hull and equipment on 
the hull, the hull having a plurality of hull sections including bow and stern end 
sections and having a midship section for lying between the bow and stern 

5 sections, wherein one of the sections includes a riser coupling for connecting to 

a riser extending to a seafloor reservoir, and wherein said hull sections are each 
constructed by fastening together large steel plate sections, comprising: 

constructing said midship hull section in a first fabrication yard, and 
constructing said bow and stern end sections in a least a second fabrication yard, 
1 0 including forming a bow end of said stern end section with a cofferdam, to facilitate 

the joining of the stern and midship sections; 

floating and moving along a body of water, at least one of said hull sections 
to a single assembly dry dock and fastening said plurality of hull sections together 
in tandem in said assembly dry dock. 

Claim 17 (new) 

1 7. A method for at least constructing a very large hydrocarbon production 
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vessel of at least 40,000 tons of steel weight which has a hull and equipment on 
the hull, the hull having a plurality of hull sections including bow and stern end 
sections and having a midship section for lying between the bow and stern 
sections, wherein one of the sections includes a riser coupling for connecting to 
a riser extending to a seafloor reservoir, and wherein said hull sections are each 
constructed by fastening together large steel plate sections, comprising: 

constructing said midship hull section in a first fabrication yard including 
fastening steel plates across both bow and stern ends of said midship section, and 
constructing said bow and stern end sections in a least a second fabrication yard; 

floating and moving along a body of water, at least one of said hull sections 
to a single assembly dry dock and fastening said plurality of hull sections together 
in tandem in said assembly dry dock. 

Claim 18 (new) 

1 8. A large vessel comprising: 

a vessel hull that includes bow and stern hull end sections and a midship 
hull section, each of said hull sections being independently manufactured, with 
bow and stern ends of the midship hull section welded respectively to the stern 
end of the bow hull section, and to the bow end of the stern hull section; 

a plurality of said hull sections each has a plurality of steel plates fastened 
across an end of the hull section to make that hull section end independently water 
tight, so said plurality of hull sections each is towable in the sea prior to said hull 
sections being welded together. 
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